Dear Parent,

A warm welcome to new Year 7 parents and welcome back to parents of Years 8 to 11.  I wish your son/daughter a happy and successful year ahead.  I look forward to working with you as parents again this year to ensure that we offer your sons and daughters a first class education here at Kingshill.

The new year has started well and our pupils, as usual, have returned with a very positive attitude.  Pupils are working hard in lessons and rising to the high standards that staff expect from them.  Your support in ensuring that your son/daughter adheres to the high standards of behaviour and uniform is much appreciated.

Miss Christine Oates - Headteacher

GCSE results, summer 2007

This summer’s GCSE grades represented the equal best set of GCSE results that our pupils have ever achieved with 75.6% of our pupils obtaining 5 or more GCSE passes at grades A* to C.  22% of all our entries were graded at A* or A.  It was particularly pleasing to note that achievement was high at all levels of ability.

National Test Results, Summer 2007

Congratulations to the Year 9 pupils who took their National Tests in English, Mathematics and Science this summer.  The levels achieved by the pupils that took the tests were.

English

Level 5 or above, 80%



Level 6 or above, 39%



Level 7,                  10%

Mathematics
Level 5 or above, 81%



Level 6 or above, 70%



Level 7 or above, 39%

Science
Level 5 or above, 82%



Level 6 or above, 55%



Level 7,                  21%

The GCSE and SAT results represented a tremendous effort on the part of the pupils and their teachers and will ensure that Kingshill is once again near the top of the value-added tables for Gloucestershire.

New Staff
I am delighted to introduce a number of new staff to Kingshill who will add to the strength of our team.  A warm welcome to the following staff:-

Mr Sean Edwards – Teacher of Mathematics
Miss Kate Everett– Teacher of Humanities/PSHE/Citizenship

Mr Owen Green – Director of Sport

Miss Faith Harrell – Head of Music
Mr David Lloyd – Teacher of Science and Mathematics

Mr Matthew Macaulay – Head of Religious and Social Studies

Miss Victoria Mudway Teacher of Humanities, PSHE, Citizenship

Miss Lucinda North – Teacher of Mathematics
Mr Chris Patrick – Assistant Head, Head of Key Stage 4

Mrs Sharon Pearson – Director of Science
Mr Richard Simpson – Partnership Development Manager

I would also like to welcome the number of new Teaching Assistants to the school:-

Mr Andrew Connett, Mrs Louise Gobey, Miss Vicki Hester, Miss Laura Loving, Mrs Sarah Oboussier, Miss Fiona Wharry.

Mrs Julie Amos has joined the school in reception and Mrs Fiona Willavoys has joined the finance department.

I would also like to congratulate a number of existing staff who have been promoted in the school:-

Mrs Debbie Christopher– Assistant Head, Head of Key Stage 3

Ms Claire Minett– Head of Year 7

Mr Paul Rowe–Head of Humanities and Work Related Learning

Mrs Clare Stone – Head of Year 9

The School Day

As you are aware, we have moved to three separate lunchtimes this year, Year 7, Years 8 and 9 and Years 10 and 11.

Year 7 pupils are appreciating lunchtime on their own to give them time to get used to a larger school and the other year groups have more space in the dining room and around the school site.  The queues for lunch are also smaller.

The shorter school day has enabled us to offer more clubs after school this year.  Sports clubs started on 10th September and the uptake has been greater than last year.  More clubs will be available after the October break which will not necessarily be sports clubs.  Please see the after school clubs section of the newsletter for more details.

I can report that the number of detentions have reduced significantly with them now being after school.  I hope that this trend continues.  The vast majority of our pupils do not receive a detention in the whole of their five years at Kingshill.

The school buses are organised by Local Authority Transport and have created some concerns at the start of the term, turning up late at the end of the day.  Mr Thomas, Deputy Head, is liaising with the Local Authority to try to resolve the problems and many buses have now been re-scheduled.  I am aware that a small number of pupils catching the service buses are still waiting around at the end of the school day.  The Local Authority are trying to move these schedules and, when we have more information, we will ensure that the pupils affected by these buses are informed.  In the meantime, if your child catches a service bus please encourage them to wait in the dining room especially as the weather gets colder.

The vast majority of pupils are very happy with a shorter lunchtime and the earlier finish to the school day.  Staff have also commented that they feel that pupil concentration is better in afternoon lessons this year.

However, I am well aware that you can never please everyone in a school.  Please feel re-assured that we do have the pupil’s interests and welfare at heart and we are monitoring the school day.

New Specialisms

As a high performing school, from September 2007 we now have three specialisms, Sports, Science and Raising Achievement Transforming Learning.  Please refer to the Sport and Science sections of our plans in these areas.  The Raising Achievement Transforming Learning Specialism was gained because of our high results in the core subjects.  We are a centre for good practice and will be visited by other schools hoping to improve their results in the core subjects.  All three specialisms bring extra funding to the school to enable us to improve facilities for your son/daughter.

Sporting success at school in September

Much has happened since the school re-opened its doors in September.  Walking through them for the first time is a new Director of Sport, Owen Green and a new Partnership Development Manager (PDM), Richard Simpson.  The role of the Director of Sport is to use the sports college status to make a positive difference across the school, whilst the PDM has the task of raising levels of participation in physical activity, not just at Kingshill but across our partnership of 6 secondary and 45 primary schools.

Since September, the PE department has developed a comprehensive set of after-school clubs, with over 100 students attending every week on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  Indeed, on one occasion we counted 151 students either competing, training or taking part in sport after school.  Well done to all involved, staff, students and parents for collecting them late from school!

Many competitive fixtures have taken place across a variety of sports including rugby, netball, football and cross-country.  Our most notable successes to date include in netball Y7, 8, 9, 10 teams all beating Archway on the same night, and our Y8, 9, 10 football teams all progressing through to the second round of the National Cups.  Our cross-country teams ran well with the Y8 boys and Y8/9 girl’s teams all getting on the podium.  Again, well done to all involved.

Showing the way forward in working collaboratively, the languages team are working with Physical Education to develop a language leader’s course.  This will enable trained students with a linguistic background to support other students in clubs, lessons and hopefully even in some of our feeder primary schools.  Work on this is at an early stage, but points to a future of collaboration between various departments.

                                      Mr O Green – Director of Sport

Science Specialism

We became a Specialist Science College in September 2007.
One of the first things we have done with the science specialism is to introduce triple science as an option for Year 10 students.  They will study an extra module of each science over the two years in addition to the six modules that all pupils study in the core science lessons.  At the end of Year 11 they will have qualifications in GCSE Biology, Physics and Chemistry.  Offering this option is particularly recommended for pupils who intend to study any of the sciences at A level.  
More information on other activities linked to the specialism in the next newsletter.

                              Mrs S Pearson – Director of Science

Notification of GCSE Science Examinations

All Year 10 students will be sitting their modular GCSE science examination papers on the following dates:-

Thursday 22nd November 2007

Wednesday 5th March 2008

Monday 23rd June 2008

Each student will be sitting two thirty minute papers and are aware of the topics they will be tested on.  Each paper is worth 12.5% of their final grade.  These are formal GCSE examinations and it is important that the students do not miss any lessons during Year 10 and 11.  Please avoid taking any holidays during term time as this may affect their final grade.

Year 11 students have been given the opportunity to improve their grade from last year and will be sitting papers on the 22nd November.  The science faculty will be running revision sessions to help students prior to the examinations.

Any queries on the examinations should be directed to the relevant science teacher.

                              Mrs S Pearson – Director of Science

Parents of Years 7, 8 and 9 – Reading Passports

As many of you will be aware, this term in English we have launched the use of ‘reading passports’ for Year 7, 8 and 9.  The passports have been designed as a reading incentive scheme in which pupils ‘visit’ different genres and authors, earning ‘reading miles’ for each book that they complete.  ‘Reading miles’ can be exchanged in school for small prizes (e.g. 150 miles = a sticker, 300 miles = an item of stationery).  Please ask your son/daughter about the reading passport and sign the back of the passport as each book is completed.  If possible, try to encourage use of books that add a level of challenge (a good guide is to select books that contain about 5-10 unfamiliar words per page).  Pupils also have the opportunity to visit the library during our private reading sessions once a week in English.  We know that the majority of pupils at Kingshill are avid readers and we look forward to using the reading passports in English as a way of continuing to encourage a love of reading.

                                   Mrs D Duncan – Head of English

Year 11 Ambassadors
In previous years at Kingshill, a group of pupils in Year 11 has been selected to be prefects.  For a range of reasons though, not least of which is the change in the lunchtime structure, the traditional role of the Year 11 prefect is no longer appropriate.

However, we appreciate that a large number of Year 11 pupils make a sustained, positive contribution to our School Community and we want to recognise them.  As a result, we have created a new position of ‘School Ambassador’ (for which pupils will receive a badge in their House Colours) to make others aware of who is showing commitment and responsibility beyond their studies.

Current activities for which pupils will be recognised as School Ambassadors include:-

· Eco Group

· Indigo Group

· Year Book Committee

· Year 11 Ball Committee

· Year/School Council

· House Captains and Vice Captains

· House Year Reps

· Library Helpers

· Charity Helpers

We hope that as many Year 11 pupils as possible will play a full and active role in the life of the school – it is much appreciated.

   Mr C Patrick – Head of Key Stage 4

Library News

Internet searching can be confusing.  In the library, we are keen to help our pupils find information on the internet in a more efficient and easier way, and this is why we incorporate the teaching of this skill in our Year 7 Library Skills lessons.  We have now invested in new resources which pupils can access from direct links on the ‘Library’ page of the school intranet.

· ‘Weblinks’ is a new internal school search engine, which has been produced directly for secondary school pupils and is continually updated by a panel of ‘experts’.  This means the internet sites they find through Weblinks are more directly linked to their schoolwork and are more understandable to them.

· ‘Issues’ are information reference books that cover articles and statistics on discussions topics.  There is now an online version of these books accessible, again, from the library page.

· ‘Newsademic.com’ is a new international newspaper for the younger readers, informing students of exciting and interesting news from all over the world.  This will soon have a link from the library page too.

As pupils are able to access the school intranet from the school website (and logging in to my.kingshill) these links will always be available to them at home, for homework say, as well as at school.

          Mrs A Gossler – Librarian

[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]            SCHOOL FLEECES


Are available from

 Reception

  £20.00

 Remember these can be worn in the concourse and dining room at social times.

Uniform Update

Would parents please ensure that when buying black school shoes in the future, they are of a leather-type, not suede or trainer-style.  Thank you.


FRIENDS OF KINGSHILL SCHOOL

WELCOME ALL PARENTS

TO OUR

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

ON

WEDNESDAY 31ST OCTOBER 2007 AT 7PM

IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE

Emergency Contact Details

Please ensure you let us know of any changes to telephone/mobile numbers, addresses, place of work etc. It is vital that we can call you in case of illness or emergency.


Cirencester Kingshill Governing Body
PARENT GOVERNORS (SEVEN)

Mrs Sara Woodward

Mr Owen Clatworthy

Mr Richard Goldman

Mr Simon Gordon-Walker Mrs Paula Brown

Mrs Kate Kinsey

Mr Colin Sayles

PARTNERSHIP GOVERNORS (FOUR)

Mrs Maureen Richards (Chair)

Mr Fred Perkin (Vice Chair)

Mr Ken Austen

Mrs Sue Gillett

HEAD TEACHER

Miss Christine Oates

COMMUNITY GOVERNORS (THREE)

Mr Colin Illman

Mrs Elizabeth Reed

Mr Brian Hudson

TEACHER GOVERNOR

Mrs Mary Hayward

NON-TEACHING GOVERNOR

Mr Duncan Evans

GENERAL GOVERNOR (Teacher or Non-Teacher)

Mrs Jane Moore

LEA GOVERNORS (TWO)

Mr David Leigh

Councillor Maggie Edney

CLERK

Mrs Gloria Couling

(Telephone the school on 01285 651511)

